MAKING YOUR HOME MORE SECURE
DOORS

· Install good quality deadbolt locks on exterior doors AND doors from attached garages.

· Exterior doors should be metal or solid wood, they should have strong hinges on the inside of the door with hidden or non-removable pins.

· Door areas should be well lighted and have wide-angle viewers so you can see who is outside without opening the door.

· Install security –type door strikes on all exterior doors.

LOCKS

· Install strong deadbolt locks that extend at least one inch when in the locked position.

· Consider double cylinder deadbolts or deadbolts with reinforced strike plates and extra long mounting screws to anchor the lock.

WINDOWS

· Windows that are accessible from the ground should have window locks or bars.

· Use window coverings to decrease visibility into your home.

LIGHTING

· Install lights around doors, porches, windows, garage and all points of entry.

· Consider motion detectors.

· Increase visibility and eliminate hiding places

· Use automatic timers all of the time, not just when you are away.

APPEARANCE

· Plant thorny bushes around windows to make illegal entry more difficult.

· Trim shrubs and trees that could conceal criminals.

· Cut back tree limbs that might allow thieves to climb into windows.

· Use landscaping to provide maximum visibility to and from the house.

GARAGES

· Always lock the house door from an attached garage.

· When at home, always park your cars in the garage with the garage door shut and vehicles locked.
AWAY FROM HOME

· Leave a radio on

· Close curtains or blinds, leave a light on

· If your on vacation have someone pick up the mail and newspapers

· Don’t let strangers know you are going out of town

· Don’t let kids post vacation plans on My Space or Facebook

GENERAL

· Make a list of your property

· Take photos of expensive items, such as jewelry

· Lock up tool sheds

· Consider an alarm system

· Consider a dog

· Do not carry a name and address tag on your keys

